Lymphogranuloma venereum, caused by a member of the Chlamydia group of micro-organisms, in its early stages involves mainly the inguinal and iliac lymph nodes. After spreading via the lymphatics to the perirectal tissue, the disease may become chronic and cause severe suppurative destruction and stenosis.
In two other papers (Lassus, Mustakallio, and Wager, 1970; Lassus, Sonck, Wager, and Mustakallio, 1973) , we have shown that both early (untreated active) and late (treated inactive) cases of lymphogranuloma venereum exhibit high levels of serum immunoglobulins, especially of the IgA and IgG classes. We also found that, in early untreated cases, there was a high incidence of autoimmune serum factors (cryoglobulins and rheumatoid factors) (Lassus and others, 1970) . In this paper we compare the incidence of autoimmune serum factors in sera from early untreated and old treated cases of lymphogranuloma venereum.
Material and methods
The series comprises thirteen young men (mean age 27 years) with early untreated lymphogranuloma venereum and 38 women and four men (mean age 63 years) examined and treated by one of us (C.E.S.) from 1936 to 1951. Of the 42 patients in the second group, 22 had severe intestinal involvement at the first examination, nine had only a mild proctitis, and eleven had no intestinal involvement. All were treated with long courses of sulphonamides. When they were re-examined for the present study none had clinical symptoms or signs of active disease, but 36 still had a positive Frei-test Lassus, and Wager, 1967; Bonomo and Damacco, 1968; Matthews and Trautman, 1965) . In syphilitic patients this is especially the case in the florid secondary stage (Lassus, 1969) , but the incidence is low in late adequately treated cases (Lassus-unpublished data 
